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POLITICAL. (DOMESTIC), 


THE Akhbdr-i-Anjumén-i-Punjab, of the 27th September, 
has a communicated article on the killing of dogs, in which, 
after dwelling on the usefulness of those animals for watching 
and other purposes, the writer suggests that, if their killing 
is at all an expedient measure, the act should not, both on 
sanitary grounds and for decency’s sake, be conducted in a 
barbarous manner.in public streets and thoroughfares, as is 
now the custom; but some better and more rational means 
should be thought of for killing the animals, | 


- The same paper, m reviewing the Punjab Municipal Act 
recently laid before the Legislative Council by the ‘Financial 
Commissioner of the Punjab, makes the following remarks : —' 
‘ (a.) The time (a fortnight) allowed to the Select Council for 
expressing its opinion on the Act was too short. Before pass- 
ing the Act, opportunity ought to have been 5 given to the peo- 

le whom it concerhs to express their opinion on ‘its pros and 
cons, by publishing a vernacular version of it, and circulatin g 
it among them. To pass a law in this hasty manner and 
without mature deliberation is a mistaken policy, but, unfortu- 
nately, this is done in case of all Acts and Regulations. In the 
writer’s opinion, no Act or Regulation. ought to be: passed into 
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a law, until a vernacular translation of it has been published 


in the Government Gazette for at least three months in suc- 
cession, and the opinions of the dry on it have been collected. 


(6.) Chapter II. of the Act provides that the appointment 
and dismissal of Members of M unicipal Committees will rest 
with Government, or take place under ‘its direttion.. This, in 
the editor’s opinion, is a.bad principle, and he would suggest 
that the power of appointing members should be vested in 
the people of the cities where the Municipal Committees are 
situated—(1) because it is meet and proper on political consi- 
derations that the selections should be made by those for — 
whose benefit the municipalities are appointed, and that Go- 
vernment should interfere as little in the matter as possible ; 
and (2) becaisse, if the selection be made by Government, the 
nominees, by considering it'as a distinction conferred on them 
by the latter, will make it their best policy to please the autho- 
rities by moulding their opinions according to theirs, and will 
thus be prevented from expressing independent views. _ 


[me same paper hes a communicated article on English 
|A Khan - t° laws, the object of which is to condemn the existing system 
wp of legislation, which is pronounced as being too hasty and the 
laws too multiplied. Scarcely is one Act or Regulation passed 
when another follows close on its heels, which is either a new 
inverition or an amendment of the old; and, what is worse, 

ho sooner is a Bill ready and brought before a Legislative 
Council, than it is passed into law, without. any opportunity 

of expressing their opinion on it being given to those who are 
competent to do so, and whose interests are closely connected 
with it,—the result, of eourse, being that-scarcely a week passes 
before an amendment of it is published.. To take an example. 
The Bill relating to Contracts was published in the Gazette of 

the 1st September, and before the time fixed for its enactment 
expired, a supplement thereof’ was brought out. : 


Thus, Acts and Regulations are constantly multiplying, 6° 
that there is‘no end-to them. The result, as might be antici- 
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pated, is anything but good, according to the famous adage, 
«§ most laws’ most oppressions,” and the writer would, there- 
fore, suggest to the Indian Legislative Council the — 
necessity of: shinning muy legislation. | 


: The Ni iin-ul- Absar, of the Ist October, devotes a leader to 
the same subject: The editor begins by observing that 
although the word law denotes something permanent and last- 
ing, with the Indian Legislative Council it has quite a ine 
ent meaning. In such a rapid succession are Laws and Regu: 
lations framed and repealed that they might fitly be compared to 
the earthen-houses children make for play, which are no sooner 
made than they are destroyed. Such constant change and 
innovation, however justifiable it may appear on the plea that 
defects and. imperfections in old laws ought to bé amended 
directly they come to notice, only work mischief. While this 
is a proof of the thoughtlessness of the legislators, it detracts 
from the laws the weight and importance which they should 
have, and lowers them in popular estimation. Peoplein gene. 
ral care little to learn them, being convinced that they will © 
soon be superseded by new Regulations, and thus all the pains 
they might bestow on them would be wasted; while officerg 
and- professional men, such as pleaders and mookhtars, who 
have constantly to deal with them, lose much of their time, 
and are often led into error. And hence it is that the Natives 
generally are quite ignorant of law matters, and depend en- 
tirely on pleaders and mookhtars for the prosecution of their 
suits; that law-books are treated as trash and command 
little sale, a fact which will be fully borne out by examining: 
the depdts of the Curators to Government, where numerous. 
Acts and Regulations may be seen piled on shelves, as being’ 
scarcely more valuable than old almanacs; and- that. deceit: 


and frauds are common in Law Courts. 


All this is the result of a desire on the part of - what 


lators to show off their karguzari, and their inexperience in 
Indian affairs; and it is these which lead them -to-amend and. 
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_ modify: old Regulations, and to base-the new ‘ones framed by 

thent: onthe principles.of the laws. of England—-a fact fully 
proved, by the Evidence Act and the Act relating to Contracts, 
a glance at which will.show that-even the illustrations given, 
are such as are scarcely applicable to India, and. which were 
no sooner Passed than the former was wupers eded bya new 


Act, a 


The Julwa-t- Tér, of the 28th Sesteniben, refers to the 
proposal of the Government of India to levy a tax on bovine 
animals, varying from 4.annas to 8 annas, viz., on milch cows 
and buffaloes 4 annas and 6 annas per head, respectively, and 
on oxen 8 annas per.yoke. The editor condemns the measure, 
and remarks that scarcely had the tidings.that the income-tax 
(which, in spite of the solemn promise originally-made that it 
would last for two or three years only, has been continued so 
long). was about ‘to come to an. end had cheered the people, 
when this proposal for i imposing. a new tax on quadrupeds 
is in contemplation. He assures Government that the people 
are extremely dissatisfied with taxes, and would strongly 
recommend their abolition, and a reduction in the public ex- 
penditure instead, by making reductions in certain depart- 
ments of administration which can. admit: of such. For 
instance, the Office of the Sudder Board of Revenue might, 
with advantage, be abolished the vast sums of money spent in. 
the Public Works Department might be curtailed; and the — 
existing system of Police, which, while it is much more ex 
pensive than the old, is scarcely as useful, might be superseded. 
The savings thus effected will amount to considerably more 
than the income now realized from the taxes ; while the people 
will be relieved from the bupslens mnie are felt most oppres> — 
Sive by them, , : 


@ correspondent of the Kohet- ids, ‘of the same date, writ- 
ing from’ Dera Ghazeo Khan,’ complains of gross inattention 


to cleanliness in ‘that city and sakes Oe Momlpery: to. bca 
for the neglect. | : 


ad . 
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A Mooltan correspondent of the same-paper ‘writes ‘that, 
whilst before the filth of the city was carried away by sweep- 
ers and the zemindars in’ their conveyances gratis, it is now 
collected in a certain place outside the city by order of the Mu- 
nicipality, in order to be sold when fit for manuring purposes, — 
an arrangement to which he objects on the grounds—(1) that 
it interferes with efficient cleanliness, and (2) that it has given 
causes for complaint to cultivators who derived benefit by 
the old arrangement. 


In the editor’s opinion, as the plan in question is in force 
in several other cities, the Municipality of Mooltan cannot be 
to blame for, having adopted it for the. sake of its profit; but 
at the same time he thinks that if the arrangements for clean- 
liness are defective, the Municipality ought to reform them. 


The Panjah Akhbar, of the same date, describes, i in vivid 
colours, the inconvenience to which the inhabitants of J ullun- 
dhur were subjected in consequence of the quarantine re- 
cently established there being too strict. At first all cho- 
lera patients were forcibly driven from their homes, and made 
to put upina desert, treeless plain, situated at a distance from. 
the city, where both from indifferent treatment, and owing to 
the severities of the weather, few of them escaped alive. After- 
wards, when the people preferred loud complaints against this 
arrangement, six quarantines were established—three for Ma-’ 
honiedan and three for Hindoo men and women of all classes,— 
which, instead of alleviating the distress of the people, served 
only to aggravate it; and finally on the grievance being com- 
municated to the Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab by a tele- 
gram, ladies of respectable families, in which the rules of. 
female seclusion are observed, were exempted from the quaran- , 
tine. Thislastarrangement was equally oppressive—(1) because. 
only ninety houses were decided as being inhabited by respect- 
able persons, though ‘in a city like Jullandhur, the number, 
of such houses must be considerable ; and (2) because the ladies. 


were not altogether free from the quarantine, a guard of three. 
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constables. being posted at the houses of all of them where 
any cholera case happened. The duty of the constables was 
to prevent all communication with the houses at which they 
were posted, and they had to be paid by the owners at the rate 
of 8} annas a-piece per diem for ten days, after which, if the 
patient did not perfectly recover, the time was prolonged to 
twenty days. Worse still, this allowance for the constables 
had to be paid i in advance, and in the case of any one making 
the least hesitation in paying, his house as well as person was 
searched. sey 
Besides these strict arrangements, orders were issued to 
prepare two lists—(1) of persons whom the severities of the 
quarantine had led to quit their homes and ‘settle in other 
places, inorder to discover whether these places caught the 
contagion or escaped from it, and (2) of patients who died of 
cholera, but who were not entered on the register as such, in 
order to bring their guardians to punishm ent for having con- 
cealed the fact. The former course only served to cause need- 
fess alarms in the minds of the people; while the latter was fruit- 
less, not to’ say oppressive, seeing that it was almost impossible 
to prove whether deaths which had happened a month age 
were or were not caused by cholera. . 


The W bol Amede, of the same date, ot attention to a. 
Serious case of insult, which happened in the Court of the Sub- 
Judge of Mirzapore onthe 18th September, when a Brahman 
of bad conduct beat a respectable mahajun with a shoe in open. 
Court, and was fined only Rs..2 for the offence. 
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The writer remarks that outrages of this kind are often: 
committed in the Courts on respectable persons by bad: 
characters, especially those who hold some influence inthe dis-- 
trict,——the. case of -Heera : ‘Singh, Sub-Inspector of Polivé, ' 
being another remarkable example. Fronr’such frequency’ of ’ 
the crime, the editor infers that the inhabitants of Mirzapore ' 
are wicked and. unruly, and the, authorities: mild-and lenient ; ' 
and he 4s,- therefore, of opinion that, unless seyere punish-’ 
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ménts are inflictéd on the budmadshes, they are not — to 
cease from their vicious practices. ’ 


‘The Agra Akhbér, of the 30th September, mentions the same 
case on the authority of a Mirzapore correspondent. The 
statement of the case, and the remarks made on it by. the editor, 
correspond with the above, except that here the Sub-Judge is 
said to have acquitted the offender on the payment of only one 
rupee fine, which sum he is said to have had with him atthe time.. 


- The Rozndmcha, of the 28th September, in its column of 
local news, invites the attention of the authorities to the bad: 
uses to which the old mosques in the city (Lucknow) have. 
been appropriated. Lately Captain Noble issued injunctions. 
directing the owners and procurators of the mosques to keep 
prey in proper repair, but these orders were not fully carried 

t. Several of these places of worship are still lying deserted 
a in a dilapidated state, and have been converted into. 
dwelling places or gambling-houses. | : 


Thesame paper, of the 30th September, notices with approval 
the order of the Inspector-General of Police, Lucknow, pro- 
hibiting Police constables from crying out while going ‘the 
round of the city at night. It is remarked that the order will 
be useful not only by enabling theinhabitants to sleep soundly, 
but in keeping thieves at all times afraid of the Police, and mak-' 
— ing constables more attentive to their duty ; for, while before 
this they could sleep on their posts, under the assurance of 
being awakened by the outcry of chowkeedars, they will'‘now — 
have to be watchful throughout, through fear of hang sur- 

prised by their superior officers at any time. 


But while approving the order, the editor would, at the 
game time, suggest the need of posting two constables to each 
lane and. bazaar, instead of one, as under the existing régime, . 
‘inorder. that: by: a! set aid th °"y wey | be me to arrest 
thieves, = | 
- The Kieamatl, of the 7th October, oie to the same 

| onl remarks that, in order to ensure its usefulness, Police: 
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constables should be provided with watechmen’s rattles, as is the 
custom in the North-Western Provinces, in. order that when 
a constable finds himself unable to " with thieves, he should . 
call for aid by springing the rattle, 


The same paper, of the 30th September, in its columns of 
local news, states that since coarse rice has begun to sell cheaply, 
bunneahs mix scraps of it with wheat flour, i m consequence 
of which the people suffer much. ‘The editor remarks that if 
the bunneahs were called to account for the unfair practice, 
as at one time the sellers of adulterated ghee were, the abuse 
could easily be put a stop to; but adds thata mere prohibition 
of practice by a proclamation _ serve as.a sufficient warn- 
ng t to the offenders, — x 


‘The same paper publishes a letter from a correspondent, in 
which the writer repeats the complaint, that.since the enforce- 
ment of Act XXXII. in Oudh, according to which no appeal 
can be made against the decisions:of the ‘Subordinate Courts, 
in which the Court of First Instance and the Primary Appel- 
late Court happen to agree in judgment, litigants haye been 
debarred from obtajning full justice. _ Worse still, some of 
the officers of these Courts are in the habit of suffering the 
misls of cases to lie in their boxes for months, and then decid- 
ing them in the absence of the parties concerned, and sending 
the decisions to their office after such a long time that the 
term of appeal to the Primary Appellate Court expires before 
the parties hear. of the decision. In this way litigants are 
deprived even of the advantage of the Act in question, and the 
decision of the Court of First Instance becomes final. 


"As such a course is extremely ‘novnsistont with ] justice, the: 
writer hopes the attention of the J udicial Commissioner and the 
Chief Commissioner willbe drawn toit: He .adds that, if the 
abuse is suffered to exist, the result will be that litigants will 
in time:ceasd to resort to the Cotirts for justice, and ‘will settle 
their disputes by a: compromise, which -will ‘seriously affect the 
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sale of stamp-paper, and thereby cause a diminution in the 
public revenue. . , 


Under the heading “Peshawur,” the same paper reports: 
the sinking of two boats containing cloth worth Rs. 7,000 in 
the Attock. Through the exertions of the mullahs no loss of 
life happened. 


The Agra Akhbdr, of the same date, has a communicated 
article, in which the. writer states that the arrangements made 
by Moonshee_Pearee Lal, with the co-operation of the authori-. 
ties, for curtailimg marriage expenses among the Hindoos, 
instead of doing any good, have led to the adoption of a worse 
_ practice, which may be pronounced to be slave dealing in a 
disguised form. The clever among the Kayasths, among whom 
the Moonshee’s scheme has been principally introduced, seeing 
that they were losers by it, being deprived of the marriage por- 
tion, have adopted the practice of privately making terms with 
the bride’s parents for the payment of a fixed sum of money 
or other consideration as a necessary condition of marriage. 


The writer thinks that the attention of the Lieutenant- 
Governor of the North-Western Provinces ought to be drawn to 
the abuse ; and he remarks that unless, instead of intrusting 
the arrangements connected with the reduction of marriage 
expenses to-special committees, acting in concert with district 
officers, a Resolution is issued by His Honor to the officers, 
directing them to move the committees to place themselves 
under the guidance and control of the anjumans or societies 
existing in the districts, this and other evils to which the 


scheme is giving rise will gather strength. 


The editor of the Agra Akhbér seconds the opinion of his 
corespondent, and commends it to the favourable consider- 
ation of the Government, North-Western Provinces. 


The Nir-ul-Absdr, of the 1st October, reports the frequency 
of serious criminal cases in the district of Azimgurh. The 
cases of the murder of the Deputy Postmaster of Kopagunje and 
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the Putwaree of Soorajpore, which happened. in the month of 
September, are mentioned as two recent instances. The writer 


remarks that if the Police were to discharge their duties pro- 
perly such grave crimes would not happen. 


The Nir-ul- Anwar, of the 28th September, gives the follow- 
ing statement of the first case of murder noticed above :— _ 


On the 17th September, Sheo Shunker, Deputy Postmaster 

of Kopagunje, was murdered by some one while worshipping in | 
a temple, and his corpse concealed somewhere. A shirt stained 
with blood with a note in the pocket—the contents of which 
were, “I, Sheo Shunker Lal, devote my head to the sete ; let 


no one suspect that I have been killed by — —was all 
that was found in the temple. 


The Oudh Akhbar, of the 1st October, repeats the old sug- 
gestion as ‘to the desirablity of nominating one of the Princes 
of the blood royal to the Viceroyalty of India. It isremarked 
that in the absence of such aruler to govern the Indian Empire 
the people of the country have little confidence in the Indian 
Government, and are apt to think that their complaints and 
grievances are not properly heeded ; and that it was for these. 
-yeasons that the Mogul sovereigns had made it a rule to appoint. 
their sons as Governors of the different provinces of their realm. 


it correspondence columns the same paper has the 
following : — | | 


_ BurHANPORE.—While formerly both kinds of stamp-papers 
were sold by stamp-vendors, orders have now been issued by 
the authorities of Neemar that henceforth judicial stamps should 
not be sold by them, but: only by the Tehseeldar of the teh- 
seel. This order, though it seems to have-been passed with 
the object of saving the commission which had to be paid to 
stamp-vendors, will ‘prove to be a source of great inconve- 
nience to the people. _ 


The Riféh-t-Khalaiq, of the same date, publishes the pro- 
— ceedings of a meeting of the Anjuman at Shah) angen, held 
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on the 25th August. Among other topics discussed was the 


opinion of the district authorities » that when any one of the 
inmates of the alms-house dies his corpse should be disposed of 
in the same way as those of policemen, that is, at an expense 
of 8 annas, instead of Re. 1-8-0 as at present. The Committee 
‘did not agree with the suggestion, being of opinion that since 
Re, 1-14-0. per month was paid for the diet of each inmate, apart 
from the cost of clothing, in his life-time, it is not proper 
that on his death, when his name is removed from the charity 
register for ever, only 8 annas should be assigned for his burial 
expenses, and his corpse be thrown away or buried disgtace- 
fully like those of Police sepoys. It was added, that in casé 
-of the latter, the Police press men for carrying the corpses 
‘without paying them any remuneration, which would be im« 
possible in the case of the inmates of the alms-house. Qn the 
whole, the Committee thought it discreditable to the institu- 
tion, that those who eae been the object of its care while 
living, should, on their death, be exposed to the same disgravé 
which awaits the corpses of policemen, and expressed their 
regret that Government should allow it in case of the latter. 


The Roznémcha, of the same date, refers to the affray 
which recently took place at the shop of Allah-deen, per- 
funer, situated near Agha Meer-ki+-Deorhee. : 


The editor’s object in noticing the incident is to show 
that, notwithstanding the close vicinity of the Police-station 
to the spot, the Police remained silent spectators of the affray, 
and did not move till it had ended. 


. The. Urdé Akhbar, of the same date, in an article, dwells 
on the usefulness of Native physicians and their skill in medi- 
cine, which are pronounced to be in no way inferior to those 
of English doctors ; and thinks it proper that Government 


should encourage them in their practice by fixing a monthly 
salary for the famous among them in each city and town, to 


be paid out of Dispensary and Hospital Funds, seeing that 


they have as much right to receive support from G overn- 


ee er a ts fe a 
Rese. Si 4 
‘ 
opts inte oy cs ; , 
ys ink 4S Meee bs) y 
ug &.," byes - 
Sue he am 
ati + x 
+ of ie 
é 
f 
z 
‘ 


( 694 ) 


‘ment as English doctors have, as they are no’ less serviceable 


to the public. Such encouragement will seem to be all the more 
necessary when it is remembered what indifferent treatment 


is the lot of patients at Government dispensaries and hospitals, 


and that the amount of good done by the institutions is far less 
than what is shown in their returns, in which the nomber of 
patients under treatment and those who recover is consider- 
ably exaggerated, while that of patients who die is shown as 


much less than it actually is. 


The Kavi Vachan Sudhd, of the 2nd October, complains 
in strong terms of the filthy state of the lanes of Benares, and 
regrets that, notwithstanding repeated complaints, the Municipal 
Committee of the eity should have taken ho notice of the 
abuse. a 


Lotte AkibGr-i-Alam, of the 3rd October, draws attention 
to the bad habit in which the Judges of Session Courts are 
said to be of deferring the decisions of criminal cases which 
are sent up to them by the Subordinate Courts for. months, 
not on account of excess of work, but simply through idle- 
‘ness, and the mischievous consequences produced by it. 


The editor thinks that the High’ Court ought to take 
effective steps for putting a stop to the grievance. To fix 2 
term for the decision of cases will not of itself be sufficient, 
seeing that subordinate officers do not yield full compliance 
to such directions of their superiors, and the writer would, 
therefore, suggest that some rule should be laid down to com~- 
pel the Judges to give up their idle habits. For instance, it 
‘may be ruled that any Judge who fails to decide cases within 
a prescribed term will have a certain portion of his pay for- 
feited, or that he will be reported to Government and deprived 

of promotion for a fixed period. Until some such strict mea- 
sures are adopted, the grievance here brought to notice, and 
which is a subject of loud complaint aNODg the public; is not 
 Rkely to be removed. 7 Hees 
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The Oudh Akhbér of the 4th October, states, on the au- 
thority of a Gondah correspondent, that on the road lying 
between Bahram Ghat and Barabunkee, a distance of about 
eight or nine kos, passengers as well as conveyances are 
plundered in open day. Only recently a person named Debee 
Pershad, who was going from Gondah to Bhopal, with an 
attendant, had his bag, containing his property, wrested 


from him by thieves. The authorities are asked to attend to 
the grievance. 


The Lauh-i-Mahfiz, of the same date, dwells on the diffi- 
culties in which zemindars and cultivators are frequently 
involved in consequence of having to borrow money from 
Mahajuns, and, in order to extricate them from the same, 
asks Government to establish a bank in each district to 
advance loans to them at a moderate interest. = 


The Lawrence Gazette, of the same date, praises Rai Nund 


Kishore, Deputy Collector of Meerut, for the valuable assist- 
ance rendered by him to the city during the recent outbreak 
of cholera there, by preparing a mixture which is a specific 
cure for the disease, and distributing it to numerous cholera 
patients, almost all of whom recovered. In the writer’s opi- 
nion, this act of the Moonshee is deserving of great praise, and 
ought to be publicly recognized by Government in the 
Government Gaeztte, in order that other persons may be 
encouraged to exert themselves in a similar way in the cause 
of popular weal. 


The Koh-i-Nur, of the 5th October, has a long communi- 
cated article on the injury done to mankind by incompetent 
Native physicians, and, in order to remove the evil, suggests 
that a class should be opened in connection with the Punjab 
- University for imparting instruction in Native medicine, and 
that a committee, composed of Native physicians of recognized 
skill and proficiency, should be appointed in each district for 
examining Aukeems annually, and granting certificates to those 
tf them who pass with credit, No‘persons who do nit pos- 
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sess such certificates should be allowed to practice as ee: 
clans. 


The same paper states that, on the midnight of the 28th — 
September, a terrible fire broke out in the Bara Bazaar, at Ra- 
wul Pindee, caused by a large number of match-boxes placed 
in a merchant’s shop, which burnt all the cloth of the cloth- 
merchants of the bazaar. To add to the misfortune, bad 
characters took advantage of the opportunity to carry away 
the property in the shops. The total loss is estimated at 
Rs. 40,000. The exertions displayed by the District Super- 
intendent of Police, the Tehseeldar, and the members of the 
Municipal Committee on the occasion were commendable. 
Were it not for their assistance the fire would have spread 
further, and the loss would have been immense. Some of the 
budmashes who took away property at the time of the acci- 
dent have been arrested, together with the plundered goods. — 


| In its columns of local news, the same paper wonders that 
while the prostitutes of the city, Lahore, have been ordered to 
keep screens hung at the doors of their houses, those of Anar- 
kullee have been exempted from the condition, and perualited 
openly to show themselves to the public. 


The Meerut Gazette, of the same date, noticing the case 
of Mr. Henry McGuire, of Dinapore (Bengal), who lately 
killed a punkla-coohie by a shot from a gun, and has been sen+ 
tenced by the High Court to eight years’ imprisonment and 
transportation to the Andaman Islands, wonders that a person 
convicted of murder, instead of receiving the panisnment of 
death, should have only been sentenced to ei ight years’ impri- 
sonment, which cannot but lead the public to believe that suck — 
extreme partiality has been shown to the offender simply 
in consideration of his being a European; and contrasts this 
decision with that passed on a similar case which happened 
in Calcutta in Lord Canning’s time (A. D. 1860), and in 
which one Mr. Murray, a Lieutenant in the Army, who had 
, killed a Hindoostanee, was sentenced to death, in spite of the 
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_ The Rohilkhund Akhbér, of the same date, has a commu- 
nicated article, in which the writer complains that, while in 
the public offices at sudder stations the office time is from 10 
A.M. to 4 P.M., the offices in the mofussil remain open the 
whole day, to the great inconvenience of the subordinate offi- 
cials serving in them, which is owing to the irregular way in 
which the work is carried on in the latter, which is due to the 
unpunctuality of the heads of the office in attending, to their 
idle habits in the discharge of their duties, and to the tedious 
and unsystematic way in which they do their work,—the same 
letter being written several times in different forms and being 
as often torn up. For these and other reasons, the umlahs 
of the offices have to drudge all day long, and are subjected 
to great trouble. 


Government is asked to direct its attention to the abuse, 
and to pass orders that the office time in the mofussil Courts 
should be from 10 a.m. to 4 P.M., just as in sudder Courts. 


The Akmal-ul- Akhbar, of the 6th October, in its column 
— of local news, reports that a serious case of theft happened at 
the house of Kishoree-Lal Saraogee, in Chhatta Madan Gopal, 
in which ornaments worth Rs. 1,000 were carried away. 
Inquiries were made by the Police, but no trace of the thieves 


could be found. 


The Rozndmcha, of the 7th October, in its column of local 
news, invites attention to the outrageous behaviour of two 
European soldiers of Artillery at Ameenabad (Lucknow), who, 
in a state of drunkenness, first tried to seize a woman for im- 
moral purposes, but failed in their object, as she sought refuge 
in a shoemaker’s shop, who shielded her from their oppression; 
and then inflicted blows with their fists on a Bengalee who 
happened to pass by them, and who retaliated the assault by 
severely beating the aggressors with the aid of his friends, 


till one of them made his escape and the other was sorely hurt. 


Doak Me 
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The editor considers that European soldiers should not be 
allowed to go into the city when in a state of intoxication. 


The same paper notices with approval the Resolution of 
the Government of the N orth-Western Provinces about 
Press prosecution, and is of opinion that a similar order should 
be passed by the Chief Commissioner of Oudh, in order to 
ensure the full liberty of the Press in that Province, 


The Khair Khwdh-i-Panjéb, of the 8th October, has been 
informed that the Municipal Committee of Pind Dadan Khan 
has set apart a place for preparing medicines at its own cost 
for distribution to patients gratis. Lala Mungal Sen, a gen- 
tleman of the city, has paid Rs. 100 in aid of the undertaking. 


The editor remarks that, in case of the news being true, 
the Municipal Committee of Pind Dadan Khan certainly 


deserves prominent mention among the Municipalities of the 


Panjab. 
A correspondent ot the Akhbdr-i-Am, of the 9th October, 


invites attention to the dangerous state in which many of the 
houses in Lahore are said to be, and points out the need of 
repairing them, in order that no loss of life may happen. 


a 


[ Opinion of the Natwe Press on the Resolution of the. Govern- 


ment, North-Western Provinces, on the subject of Prosecutions 
of the Press by Government Officers. 


The Benares Akhbar, of the 26th September, noticing the 
Resolution of the Government, North-Western Provinces, on 
the subject of Press prosecution by Government officers, to 
which the case of the editor of that paper, who was lately 
subjected to a criminal prosecution for defamation by the 
Magistrate of Benares, in consequence of having failed pub- 
licly to prove a statement privately communicated by him to 
that officer as to the Police having applied severe tortures on 
the people of a house in Mobulla Ram Ghat (Benares), and 
was sentenced to a fine of Rs. 1,000, or in default of payment 


( 629 ) 


to six months’ imprisonment, gave rise, bestows unqualified 
praise on Sir William Muir for having taken due notice of 
the case, and done the editor full justice by remitting the fine, 
for which he offers grateful acknowledgments to His Honor, 


The Allygurh Institute Gacette, of the 27th September, in 
reviewing the same Resolution, remarks that, while hitherto 
the liberty of the Press was only a theoretical dogma, of the 
truth of which the people had no other proof than the promise 


set forth in the law, the Government, North-Western Pro- 


vinces, has practically verified it by its remarkable Resolution, 
in which it has determined the proceeding of the Magistrate of 
Benares against the editor of the Benares Akhbar, in subject- 
ing the latter to a criminal prosecution for bringing a charge 
against the Benares Police for which no legal and evident 
proof could be given, but which, nevertheless, did not proceed 


from any vicious or dishonest motives, but from philanthro- 


pic zeal and national sympathy, as improper, and ordered the 
remission of the fine of Rs. 1,000 inflicted on the defendant, 
at the same time laying it down as a rule for the future guid- 
ance of its subordinate officers to undertake no prosecutions 
against the Press without the express sanction of Government. 
This act of the Government has realized the recognized 
maxim that “to preserve the liberty of the Press is the part 
of a wise Government,” and is at once a decided proof of the 
enlightened views of Sir William Muir and his patronage of 
learning, and a guarantee of the virtuous intentions of Govern- 
ment, so that, while the procedure of the Magistrate of Benares 
had led editors of newspapers to believe that the liberty of the 
Press was a mere presumption, the step taken by the Lieute- 
nant-Governor in the matter has dispelled the impression 
and confirmed them in the belief that the aims of Govern- 
ment‘are undoubtedly sincere and well-intentioned, and that’ 
the so-called liberty of the Press is not merely a nominal 7 


thing, but a perfect reality. The course adopted by the’ 


Magistrate was purely authoritative and inconsistent with 


the principles of justice, and had the Government failed to 
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take a just notice of it, the little freedom with which editors 
of Native newspapers have begun to criticize the acts of 
Government would have been trampled under foot; the sap- 
pling of the liberty of the Press, which has been nurtured 
during the last fiye or six. years under the auspices of the 
Lieutenant-Governor, would have been nipped in the bud, 
and the elevated position and dignity which learning has 
gained in his time would have mingled into dust. News- 
pa per writers, instead of expressing their views and senti- 
ments with .candour and freedom, would have made it their 
best policy to stifle them through fear of being calied to 
account by the authorities, warned by the precedent of the 
editor of the Benares Akhbdr that the slightest report of any 
wrong or grievance would subject them to a fine of Rs. 1,000, 
or six month’s imprisonment; and thus a most important 
instrument of aid to the cause of Government woul] be nullified. 


The Almorah Akhbar, of the 1st October, observes that: a 
wise ruler, whose aim it is to deal ‘justice and redress the 
wrongs and grievances of his subjects, will always be carefu| 
to encourage newspaper writers to write freely. Sir William 
Muir has shown himself to be exactly a ruler of this type by 
the manner in which he has dealt with the case.of the editor 
of the Benares Akhbdr. His Resolution on the case will serve 
as a warning to oppressive officers,. while it will’ encourage 
the people to represent their wrongs by the medium of the 
Press, and re-assure newspaper writers to write will freedom. 
It warns all officers to take no steps against the Press 
for any statements or complaints it may publish against 
them without the permission of Government, and will, for 
that reason, produce numerous good results. Had the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor passed over the case unnoticed, both editors of 
newspapers and their correspon dents would have taken a 
warning from It ‘neyer; to speak out their sentiments. 


- The Kavi Vachan-Sudhd, of the 2nd Octaber, remarks, that 
the more his period of office is drawing to a close, the more 
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popular the Lieutenant-Governor of the North-Western Pro- 
vinces is making himself with the people: under his control, 
by showing how conscious he is of the duties of a ruler. The 
case of the editor of the Benares Akhbdr is a brilliant instance 
in proof. The editor wrote against an oppression of the police, 
and, failing through the dread and influence of the latter, to 
prove the same, was fined Rs. 1,600, in default of which he 
was sentenced to six months’ imprisonment. “ Happy the 
man,” says the writer with feeling, “ who, for the sake of 
truth and his country’s cause, even submits to imprisonment. 


It is such men who are an honour to their mothers who gave 


them being, and the pride of their country.” 


To resume the subject. The editor had been only a few 
days in prison, when Sir Jung. Bahadoor, G.C.B., Premier of 
Nepaul, becoming aware of this, procured his release by pay- 
ing the fine, for which virtuous act he has gained a wide 
celebrity in Benares. At last the case attracted the attention 
of the Lieutenant-Governor, who at once saw the injustice 
of the course adopted by the authorities in dealing with the 
editor, and passed a Resolution ordering an immediate remis- 
sion of the fine, and directing all officers subordinate to him 
to undertake no press Prosecution without the express sanc- 
tion of Government. This act of justice has endeared the 
Lieutenant-Governor to the people and inspired a deep love 
towards him in their minds, while it has caused the fame of 


his justice to be spread far and wide. 


The Akhbér-i-Alam, of the 3rd October, considers the Reso- 
lution as being apt and judicious on political considerations, 
and calls upon the public generally, and the newspaper writers 
especially, to be thankful to the Government, North-Western 
Provinces, for it, seeing that, with a view to keep Govern- 
ment informed of all particulars connected with the former, 
it encourages the latter to write with freedom. The writer at 
the same time bestows commendation on Sir Jung Bahadoor, 


G.C.B., for having shown high appreciation of newspaper 
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writers by paying the fine and Rae the editor’ § release 
from imprisonment. . 


He goes on to remark that the sevieiblais of the Magis- 
trate of Benares in the case was unlawful, and based on a 
wrong policy ; and that the Lieutenant-Governor not only 
took due notice of it, but saw clearly that if Press prosecu- 
tions of the kind were suffered to be undertaken against editors 
of newspapers, the latter would cease from criticizing political 
matters in their publications, and a most valuable source of 
information would be stopped. The writer was himself 
threatened with a similar prosecution for defamation (dam- 
ages Rs. 50,000) inl861, for having published the report 
of a villainous act of the Meerut police, though the Superin- 
tendent of Police at last dropped the case, thinking it hope- 
less. The Lieutenant-Governor is conscious of all this, and 
the able remark made by him in the Resolution, viz. that 
“ it has repeatedly been asserted, and even by educated Native 
| gentlemen, that the Native Press is not free, but is liable to 
be called to account by the authorities 3, and is under their 
influence ; and that, therefore, it is of the utmost importance 
that no possible ground should be gi ven which might in any 
way be construed as giving colour to such assertions ” is car- 
tainly too true. It is a fact that, unlike Native newspaper 
writers, the editors of English newspapers boldly criticize 
the acts of Gavernment in language seemingly impertinent 
and offensive, without any fear of being called to account by — 
the authorities. The case of Lord Napier, late Governor of 
Madras, versus the editor of the Madras Atheneum is 2 bright 
instance in proof. The editor continued writing against the 
Governor boldly, and on the latter lodging a complaint 
against him for defamation in the High Court, had him called 
to the Court by summons.just like a common individual. 
All things considered, the Lieutenant-Governor’s order 
on the case is very judicious and considerate, and fraught 


with benefit, and His Honor deserves the thanks of the whole 
Indian community for it. . 
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In conclusion, the editor would point out the desirability of 
a translation of the Resolution being published in the Oordoo 
Gazette, North-Western Provinces, which has not been done: 


The Oudh Akhbér, of the 4th October, joins its contempora- 
ries in regarding the Resolution as. a perfect guarantee of the | 
liberty of the Press. It is remarked that, though the Govern- 
ments of all presidencies, and mostly so the Government of the 
North-Western Provinces, which has taken the l-ad of its sis- 
ter Governments in that respect, have made it their practice to 
assist the Press in one way or another, and make much use of 
it by taking notice of the abuses noticed in newspapers from 
time to time, and making the needful reforms, the usefulness of 
the Native Press had still been limited. Serious wrongs and 
grievances were often purposely concealed even by editors of 
newspapers who boasted of their freedom, because whenever 
they showed the slightest sign of independencein their writings, 
officers of all departments became intent on bringing them into 
disgrace. The Resolution of the Government of the North- 
Western Provinces has dispelled all such fear, by giving a bril- 
liant practical proof that the Press is perfectly free, and that 
the district authorities have no right to prosecute any newspa- 
per writer for defamation without the express sanction of Go- 
vernment. 


The editor concludes by asking his contemporaries to be 
thankful to Government for this public recognition of their 
prerogative, but at the same time advises them to be careful 
to make a right use of it by writing truthfully aud conscien- 
tiously. | 


The Lauh-i-Mahfiuz, of the same date, praises the Resolu- 
tion and holds it up as a pledge and surety of the liberty 
and freedom enjoyed by the natives of India under the British 
rule. The editor begins by contrasting this freedom with the 
slavish state of the people under the former Governments. 
The despotic sway exercised by the ancient sovereigns, and 

the severities and oppressions practised on thepeople by: their 
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subordinate Governors, are described in vivid: colours. The 
people were treated as if they were little better than b rutes, 
and were robbed and plundered by the authorities in open 
day. For this reason it was a common practice in those days 
for rich men to bury their treasures under ground, remnants 
of which practice exist to the present day; and even with such 
precautions, whenever a ruler ora Governor happened to become 
aware that such a man possessed riches, he forced him to reveal] 
them by subjecting him to a variety of excruciating tortures 
too cruel and inhuman to be described, which not only sine 
pelled the poor man to surrender them, but often caused : his 
death. In short, the rulers governed the people with an iron 
rod, and their own opinion was their law in all matters, so 
that no one could dare contradict them. 


Added to this, the newspaper system was extremely limited 
in the past times, there being only.a secret intelligencer in 
each soobah and district, who kept the Court informed of 


what passed. 


Under the English Snead the state of thin gs. is 
quite the contrary; not onlydo the people enjoy absolute 
liberty and freedom, but fearlessly criticize not only the acts 
and doings of Government, but the very laws and regulations 
framed by it; and in case of their suggestions being good, 
they. are cheerfully adopted by Government. So also the 
newspaper system has. gained such currency and freedom that 
the people boldly convey their wrongs and grievances to 
Government through its medium. 


After these preliminary remarks, the editor goes on to say 
that, contrary to the wish of Government, its subordinate 
officers had begun interfering with the liberty of the Native 
Press, and exercising undue influence on editors of native 
newspapers, in consequence of which they often stifled rep orts 
of wrongs, till the case of the editor of the Benares Akhbdr 


attracted the attention of the Government . N orth-Westera 


Provinces, to the fact. 


% 
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The writér notices briefly the particulars of the case, and 
dwells on the benefits which the Resolution passed on it by 
the Government will do. His review of these benefits tallies 
with that taken by the Allygurh Institute Gazette, and noticed 
above. : 

Almost all other newspapers published in Upper India 
notice the Resoiution in terms of high praise; but as they 
write much in the same strain as the newspapers from 
which extracts have already been quoted on the subject, it is 
unnecessary to take a separate notice of the opinions expressed 


by them. “| 


POLITICAL @WOREIGN). 


The Oudh Akhbdr, of the 4th October, in a long leader, 
discusses the propriety of increasing the number of guns of 
the salute fixed for His Highness the Maharajah of Puttiala. 
The editor begins by alluding to the exemplary loyalty, fide- 
lity, attachment, and devotion which the rulers of the State 
have shown, and the conspicuous services they have rendered 
to the British Government from the very beginning, which 
are said to be unprecedented, and to have no parallel in the 
Native States in India, a fact of which both the Government 
and the officers of high rank and position under it are fully 
conscious, and which has been a topic of discourse in the 
grand durbars held from time to time. In particular, the 


meritorious services and devotion to the British cause displayed 


by the State during the mutiny of 1857 deserve a promi- 
nent mention, and are not only deeply impressed on the mind 
of Her Mijesty, but were publicly recognized by warmest 
thanks and ack nowlegdments, and the cession of an extensive 
portion of the territory of the Nawab of Jhujjur to the Put- 
tialla dominions. 


After this brief notice of the loyalty ond deep devotion 
the Puttialla State has ever shown towards the British Go- 
vernment, and the high renown in which it has all along been 
held in the estimation of the latter, the editor proceeds to 
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take a review of the political career of the. reigning Chief, 
Besides having a just cause for pridein his ancestral fame and 
honour, Maharajah Mahendra Singh, G.C.S.I., has distin- 


guished himself in a peculiar way by his personal merits and 


abilities, his activity and zeal in promoting popular weal, his 
love of learning, his liberality and high-mindedness, and his 
good government ; and the people of India ought to be proud 
of having in His Highness an Indian Chief who is a pattern of 
princely virtues and accomplishments. Witness the Educa- 
tional Department founded by him in his State, which may be 
said to be a model of similar departments in the largest pre- 
sidencies of British India; the introduction of canals and 
telegraphs ; the abolition of various kinds of imposts; the 
spread of civilization and enlightenment by the purchase and 
distribution of a large number of newspapers ; and numerous 
other brilliant acts for the popular good too numerous to 
detail, all of which do His Highness the greatest credit, and have 
made him extremely popular among his subjects, and are sé 
many convincing proofs of ‘his good government. The 
meritorious service rendered by him in the late Kuka rebellion 
also deserves prominent mention. His expeditions return 
from the Camp of Exercise at Delhi immediately on receiving 
the news of the disturbance, and prompthess and energy in 
quelling it by sending troops, are remarkably praiseworthy, 
Were it not for the Maharajah’s timely aid at that critical 


juncture, there is no knowing what serious aspect the dis- 


turbance might have assumed. 


All these distinguished acts atid services entitle the Ma- 
harajah of Pattiala to a special distinction from Government ; 
and the editor strongly recommends that, both in justice to 
the Maharajah, and in order to encourage other Native Chiefs 
and Princes to follow His Highness’ example in exerting them- 
selves in the welfare of their subjects and the cause of the 
British Government, Lord Northbrook should increase the 
number of guns of. his salute, just as Lord Mayo did in the 
case of the Maharajah of Jeypore two years ago. | : 
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The same paper learns from a correspondent that, in con- 
sequence of the ascendancy certain ill-designing persons have 
gained over the Maharajah of Bijawur (Central nn ; 
great anarchy and confusion prevail in the State. 


The Lauh-i-Mahfiz, of the same date, states that it is 
reported that, consequent on his intention of going on a pil- 
grimage to Mecca, the Nawab of Rampore recently wrote to 
Government asking permission to nominate his younger son 
as his heir-apparent, and was informed in reply that he was 
at liberty to intrust the management of the State during his 
absence to any person he liked, but that it was useless for 
him to think of nominating an heir-apparent, since on his 
death Government would seat that person of the royal family 
on the throne who should be most fit, and has the foremost 
claim to it. In consequence of this order, the Nawab is said 
to have given up his intention of going to Mecca. 


The Prime Minister is-persevering in his course of oppres- 
sion, of which he has given a fresh instance, having forcibly — 
taken several shops belonging to a poor man of a respectable 
family, and given him only Rs. 1,100 as their price, although 
the shops brought a monthly rent of Rs. 15, and were, there- 
fore, worth Rs. 6,000,—the proportion of the value of such pro- 
perty to the income accruing from it being Rs. 100 to As. 4. 


 . The Pattiala Akhbdr, of the 7th October, praises Nawab 
Qudsiya, Begum of Bhopal, for her justice and liberality, of 
which she has recently given a singular proof, by having, at 
the instance of her officers, sanctioned the payment of 
Rs. 1,60,000 to the zemindars of her estates as a recompense for 
the loss suffered by them in consequence of a large number of 
their bullocks, employed two or three years ago for bringing 
iron tubes for the canal, having died from the effects of the 


burden. 


The Odeypore iaiacatateas of the Dabdaba-i-Sikandari, 
of the same date, writes that since Rai Sohan Lal was appointed 
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héad “of the Civil Court, about six months apo, he’ has 
exacted about Rs. 36,000 from litigants in the’shape of fities: 
Oppressivé as the course is, ithas gained him thé reputation of 
a good officer,—the merits of an officer being tested in the 


State by the amount of money ” oe, be whatever unlaw- 
fal means it may be. on 


-- Complaints of the heavy tax levied ie the reese of 
don en the cotton produced in Nudpura still prevail, the 


Governinent: —— taken no steps for — the grio v- 
-ance, | ee 


| _ régime of the Criminal Department is very oppressive. 
‘As an instance, it is mentioned that a sum of Rs. 900 having 
recently been stolen out of a box of the City Criminal Court, 


orders have been issued to make up the. amount by retrench- 


ing something from the salaries of all the officials of the Court. 


- The Maboah Akhbd+, of the same date, states shat, in'con- 
sideration of the distress brought on -the people of Kusrawud 
by the late rain, the Maharajah of Indore has been pleased to 


make a reduction of Ba, 4 sath ‘in: the Govertinent. revenue 
due from them. | 


EDUCATIONAL. 
The ions Akhbar, of the 30th September, ‘euieies the 


‘alleged transfer of the High School at Saugar to Jubbul- 


pore. Sauygar is a far more populous city than Jubbulpore, 


and the school has been there for a long time, and has always 


been ih a flourishing condition, and, consequently, its transfer 
is by no means advisable. If the consideration that Jubbal- 
pore is a sudder station has been allowed to weigh, the proper 
course would be to open a sepatate Sudder High School there. 


The Najm-ul-Akhbér, of the 1st October, condemns the prin- 
ciple on which the Lieutenant-Governor of the North-West- 
‘ern Provinces has drdeted the reduction of all moharrizs and 
chuprassies attached to the offices of Deputy Inspectors of the 
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Department of Public Inst#tction, who were paid from the 
Hulgabundee Cess Fund, arid, what is worse, has caused a de- 
crease in the number of Sub« Jeputy Inspectors, whose services | 
were absolutely, necessary oUitheqtient on the growing increase 
in the work. The increasd jn the number of hulqabundes 
schools, which has made thd already too onerous duties con- 
nected with the Deputy Inbpettor’s office still more heavy, 
coupled with the extensive dbrréspotidence he has to carry on 
with the Inspector, on whorli hé depends for instruction and 
guidance in all matters, as He dlijoys little or. no power, the 
tehseeldars, the Local Edutatidhal Committee, and other 
officers of the district, and the largé number of his subordinates, 
has made his work so heavy, that the aid of additional assist- 
ants. is indispensable. It id absolutely impossible for one 
mohurrir to write the numbet of letters, &., which the volu- 
minous correspondence just detailed makes necessary, besides 
preparing the usual statistical returns and pay-bills; and, there- 
fore, either the Deputy Inspector must divide his labours, and 
undertake to devote his.precious timg to-clerical work, at the 
expense of the proper duties of management and supervision 
connected with his office, or a great number of references, 
especially from his subordinates, with whom he is almost daily 
in communication, must remain unansweréd, the effect of 
which cannot but be that the latter will discharge their duties 
perfunctorily, and frequently absent thémselves from their 


scenes of duty. 


Apart from these considerations, during the time the Deputy 
Inspector is on tour, unless one mohurrir is left at the sudder 
station to receive the correspondence addressed to him and 
forward it to him, many urgent matters, which require im- 
mediate disposal, will have to be delayed, thereby seriously 


injuring the interests of education. 


All these circumstances go to prove that the reduction in 
question is as unwise as the plan of increasing the number of 


hulqabundee schools by reducing the salaries of teachers. _ 


aS 
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The Vidyd Vilds, of the 3rd October, notices the etablixh- 
ment of a special-school at Kangra for the training of the sons 
of putwarees. The attendance atthe school at present numbers 
20, and consists of boys from all the tehseels in the district, with 
the exception of two, which have not been allowed by the 
Deputy Commissioner to send up pupils to study at the institu- 
tion; and arrangements have been made for erecting a building 
for the school. — | 


The Lauh-i-Mahfiz, of the 4th October, in its column of 
jocal news, notices the severe corporal punishment inflicted by 
the head-master of the Zillah School (Moradabad) on a student 
named Sirraj-ood-deen. The boy was ruthlessly flogged till his 
whole body was excoriated. The case has been referred to the 
Criminal Court. : 


The editor has also been informed that in consequence of 
the harshness of the head-master, many of the students intend 
leaving the Zillah and entering the Mission School. 
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